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hour making phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the kitchen, allowing him to slip out of the house and complete his work..For a moment, Junior was
mystified. Vanadium's movements had the quality of ritual, vaguely reminiscent of a priest raising high the Eucharist..Frantically, he squirmed around on the floor until he
was facing the entrance to the kitchen. Through tears of pain, he expected to see a Frankensteinian shadow loom in the hall, and then the creature itself, gnashing its
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tests should reveal whether the child's yours or not. That also might explain all this."
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